
Examiner’s commentary

The ability to organize a very wide-ranging research base is a necessary skill in world studies essays, 
which demand an interdisciplinary response. This essay is a powerful example of how to use concise 
analytical writing to do that. The student controls the research by having selected pivotal aspects of it 
and structured these into an argument that continually opens into discussion and analysis. The sources 
are also critiqued as evidence is weighed so that judgment can follow in an informed and 
comprehensive manner. The student continually challenges their own findings and looks to triangulate 
research whenever they can. The sifting of knowledge and understanding through different subject 
filters captures the essence of the interdisciplinary essay and this is a remarkably adept example of how 
this can be done. Long and detailed conclusions are often a feature of sophisticated research in this 
context. In that respect the conclusion is a model of its kind. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our 
community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of 
current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital 
content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.

Examiner’s commentary

The ability to organize a very wide-ranging research base is a necessary skill in world studies essays, 
which demand an interdisciplinary response. This essay is a powerful example of how to use concise 
analytical writing to do that. The student controls the research by having selected pivotal aspects of it 
and structured these into an argument that continually opens into discussion and analysis. The sources 
are also critiqued as evidence is weighed so that judgment can follow in an informed and 
comprehensive manner. The student continually challenges their own findings and looks to triangulate 
research whenever they can. The sifting of knowledge and understanding through different subject 
filters captures the essence of the interdisciplinary essay and this is a remarkably adept example of how 
this can be done. Long and detailed conclusions are often a feature of sophisticated research in this 
context. In that respect the conclusion is a model of its kind. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our 
community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of 
current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital 
content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.



















From NO TIME TO LOSE: A LIFE IN PURSUIT OF DEADLY VIRUSES by Peter Piot. Copyright ©
2012 by Peter Piot. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.









Sources argue that the main factor leading to the quick suppression of the epidemic was the early 

utilization of the rVSV-EBOV vaccine. A WHO situation report notes that "since the launch of the 

vaccination exercise on 21 May 2018, a total of 3,330 people have been vaccinated" (WHO External 

Situation Report 07), a mere 10 days after the outbreak's announcement. The source is valuable as it 

is an official WHO account detailing the successes of the ring vaccination programme, which was 

effective due to its early implementation. The source suggests that the international community has 

learnt from its failures during the West African outbreak, and this is corroborated by a Reuters article, 

noting that  

 (Ross). Therefore, we can see that the vaccine was 

highly successful in containing the disease within limited areas and was a main factor in the quick 

suppression of the outbreak. 

Despite the vaccine's relative success, others argue that the main factor was the swift response by 

the WHO. Nature notes that "the speed with which the WHO responded to the outbreak ... releasing 

US$2 million ... within hours and deploying additional personnel, will have been a major factor in 

limiting the spread of infection" (Nature). The source suggests that the WHO has learnt from its 

failures in previous years and now strives to predict and prevent possible health emergencies. This is 

supported by a WHO statement: "WHO continues to support neighbouring countries to ... take action 

on Ebola preparedness, and to develop national contingency response plans" (WHO). However, a 

statement from the WHO itself can imply bias as they are less likely to report any major shortcomings 

in the procedure. Nevertheless, the time frame of this outbreak was much shorter than the West 

African outbreak, and the number of casualties also dropped significantly, and this can be attributed 

to the quick response by international agencies along with landmark utilization of EVD vaccines. 

13 


















